
Summer Reading – Novel Guide
for English 1, English 1-Z, English 2, English 2-Z, American Literature and World Literature-Z)

You MUST COMPLETE this guide prior to the start of the school year for each book and 

BRING THEM TO CLASS on the first day of school.  Be prepared to participate in 

activities and discussions about your summer reading.  Teachers will assess your 

knowledge and comprehension of the summer reading in various ways, including tests, 

projects and/or presentations.  You must be prepared. You may use this sheet to record 

your responses or type your responses on a separate sheet of paper.

Title of Book __________________________________________________________

Author ________________________________

Date of Publication ______________________

Setting – Where and when does the story take place? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

Main Characters - List the main characters and give a brief description of each.  Include 

physical descriptions, personality traits, etc.  Include page #s to reference your findings.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

__

Plot - List at least five major events from the book. Be sure to include the main conflicts 

and resolutions in the story.  Include page #s to reference your findings. (Be prepared to 

write a formal plot summary of main events in class.)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

Quotes - Choose 3 quotes from the novel that you feel are particularly poignant.  Identify 

the speaker and the context of the quote.  Then explain why the quote is important. 



Include page #s to reference your findings.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

__________________



Theme - What do you think is the author’s overall message of the book?  Explain your 

thoughts in 3 – 5 sentences.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____


